igo          THE RESURGENCE OF PRUSSIA
being transformed upon a frame designed to increase the control of the French Empire in Germany, the Prussians were clearly- prudent to parry the blow with a scheme of urban reform no less radical and effective. That the Prussian plan differed from the French is due to the fact that, whereas France had to reckon with local disunion and hostility, the problem for Prussia was to coerce into a spirit of active co-operation a fund of unanimous but slothful support* That here again the ultimate impetus came from Napoleon, is suggested by the fact that three not unimportant clauses in Stein's famous measures are almost verbally copied from the French.
Long before his programme of reform had been exhausted, Stein was driven from office by the fiat of Napoleon* There ensued upon his fall a brief period of ministerial paralysis , followed by one of the most fruitful administrations of modern history. It is somewhat the fashion to disparage Baron von Hardenbetg, who from July 4,1810, till his death at the close of i8aa was virtually Prime Minister of Prussia. In greatness of heart, in purity of morals, in depth and dignity of character, in intensity of political conviction, in all the gifts which inflame the imagination or exalt the passions of men, Hardenberg stands far below Stein* He was no hero, martyr, or prophet. He was merely an alert, intelligent, charming man of the world, unencumbered by a heritage of romantic instinct or class prejudice, hospitable to new ideas and soaked through and through with the spirit of political compliance* In sweetness of temper, in refreshing immunity from spite and mistrust, as well as in his blithe untroubled gaiety, he reminds us of Lord Melbourne. A finished aristocrat of the old school and yet always on the side of intelligent solutions, ho attended only to the sunny and wholesome parts of his associates, and was inclined to think the better, not the worse, of an idea if it bore the, familiar hall-mark of the French genius. Of his own frailties he was duly conscious and would at times affect to regret them. Really he regarded his lapses from virtue as inseparable from those winning ways which made him the idol of women and an incomparable manager of men* That he was a complete and rounded statesman would not be claimed